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Smart Growth Visioning
Stakeholder Meetings

August 11, 2026   |   Kent County
August 12, 2026 |  Sussex County

August 13, 2026 |  New Castle County  



Welcome & Overview
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State Context and Priorities
Nikko Brady, Deputy Chief of Staff Climate, Food Systems & Planning
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Executive Order 16
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The Office of State Planning Coordination (OSPC) and the Cabinet 
Committee on State Planning Issues (CCSPI) will launch a 
visioning process to:

• Develop a long-term vision for infrastructure, population trends, and 
land-use patterns.

• Inventory and assess the effectiveness of existing state investments 
and incentives.

• Work across agencies to ensure all 60 local jurisdictions reach a standard 
of climate preparedness.
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State Context & Comp Plan Support
John Kane, Policy Director, Office of the Governor 
David Edgell, Director, OSPC
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Smart Growth Visioning Process Timeline

August

Focused 
Stakeholder

Meetings

September

Present 
Feedback to

Cabinet 
Committee

October

Present Feedback & 
Recommendations 

to
Cabinet Committee 

and Governor; 
Present in 

in Annual Report

October-
November

Public Meetings on 
Draft

Recommendations
(pending CCSPI 

action)

Q1 2027

Finalize Draft
Recommendations 

on 
State Strategies
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Overview of August 2026 Workshops
A. Welcome and  Delaware Context  

B. Today’s agenda

C. National Context (20 min) 
Mark Teschauer, U.S. Climate Alliance 

D. Break (10 minutes)

E. Breakout groups (90 min) 
State Strategies Goals, Maps, and Comprehensive planning

F. Recap (10 min) 

G. Public comment (15 min) 

H. Next steps (5 min)

Renew the goals 
for the State 

Strategies

Long range vision 
for growth, 

preservation, and 
resilience

Opportunities for 
coordination

Objectives:
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National Context 
Mark Teschauer, U.S. Climate Alliance 



Overview and Context of 
Recent State Action on 
Land Use Planning 

Mark Teschauer
Smart Growth Visioning Process Stakeholder Meeting
August 2026



The U.S. Climate Alliance is a

bipartisan coalition of governors 

sustaining America’s fight against

Climate change with bold,

state-led action.

About Us



Two Interconnected Challenges: 
Housing Shortages and Climate Change



Inverse Relationship between Housing Supply and Prices



Governor Responses to Address Housing Shortages



Many States Tackling the Issue through Land Use Reform since 2016



Land use planning is a powerful tool 
that states are leveraging to address 
housing affordability challenges and 
climate change, while providing 
opportunities to improve quality of 
life and well-being in their 
communities.







Building Energy Use



Embodied Carbon in Buildings and Infrastructure



Natural and Working Lands



Resilience



Resilience



Economic Benefits



Fiscal Benefits



Fiscal Benefits





Recent State Work to Streamline Housing Permitting 



Recent State Work on Climate and Land Use Planning
Washington

HB 1181 requires local comprehensive 
plans for counties and cities of a 
certain size to include sub-elements 
with climate resilience and GHG 
emissions reduction actions.

It also introduces guidance for 
identifying locations of green 
infrastructure and urban and 
community forests, integrating 
strategies for reducing wildfire risks, 
and addressing the impact of sea-level 
rise and increased storm severity. 



Recent State Work on Climate and Land Use Planning
Colorado

Executive Order D 2023 014: Defines 
strategic growth goals for the state, 
including a goal to incentivize 
efficient development patterns that 
align with the state’s climate and air 
quality goals.

SB24-174: Requires local and regional 
governments to include a Strategic 
Growth Element and a Water Supply 
Element in their comprehensive 
plans by the end of 2026.



Recent State Work on Climate and Land Use Planning
Minnesota

HF 2887 updated comprehensive 
planning requirements for local 
government land use plans, which 
are required to include a GHG 
emissions and VMT inventory and 
projections. 

These plans must also include the 
estimated impact of strategies, 
including efficient land use and 
compact growth, that reduce or 
naturally sequester GHG emissions 
across sectors. 



Thank You!

Mark Teschauer
Senior Policy Advisor



BREAKOUT SESSIONS

1. State Strategies Goals 
Objective: State Strategies are guided by 11 goals written more than two decades ago. How would 
you update the goals to better reflect today’s priorities? 

2. State Strategies Map
Objective: Focusing on the State Strategies map, how could it more effectively and realistically 
illustrate the state’s goals, priorities, and timing of future investment and infrastructure?  

3. Comprehensive Plan Coordination
Objective: How can comprehensive plans and the State Strategies be better coordinated so that 
they are more useful and streamlined for  everyone? 
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Exercise 1: State Strategies Goals 
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How would you update the goals to better reflect today’s 
priorities?
• Take 5-10 minutes to brainstorm the core concepts that 

should guide state infrastructure investment and land use 
planning. Put each on a different post-it note and compare 
with your tablemates.

• 20 minutes: As a group, compare what you came up with to 
the existing goals and use the “Keep, Toss, Evolve, Add” 
framework. 

Time: 35 minutes



Exercise 1: Current State Strategies Goals 
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1. Direct investment and future development to existing communities, urban 
concentrations, and growth areas. 

2. Protect important farmlands and critical natural and historical resource areas. 

3. Improve housing quality, variety and affordability for all income groups. 

4. Ensure objective measurement of long-term community effects of land use 
policies and infrastructure investments. 

5. Streamline regulatory processes and provide flexible incentives and 
disincentives to encourage development in desired areas. 

6. Encourage redevelopment and improve the livability of existing communities and 
urban areas and guide new employment into underused commercial and 
industrial sites. 



Goals (continued) 
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7. Provide high quality employment opportunities for citizens with various skill 
levels to retain and attract a diverse economic base. 

8. Protect the state’s water supplies, open spaces, farmlands and communities by 
encouraging revitalization of existing water and wastewater systems and the 
construction of new systems.

9. Promote mobility for people and goods through a balanced system of 
transportation options. 

10. Improve access to educational opportunities, health care and human 
services for all Delawareans. 

11. Coordinate public policy planning and decisions among state, counties and 
municipalities.
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Exercise 2: 
State Strategies Map 

Focusing on the State Strategies map, how could 
it more effectively and realistically depict the 
state’s goals, priorities, and timing of future 
investment and infrastructure? 
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State Strategies Map Considerations:
• Framing & Timing: What should the intent of the investment levels be? 

What should they convey?  How could the maps convey the phasing of 
planned infrastructure and capital improvements? 

• Prioritization: Currently all data layers are weighted equally in the 
development of the Investment Levels. How should priority goals and 
investments be reflected? 
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Exercise 3: 
Comprehensive Planning

How do we better coordinate 
comprehensive plans and the State 
Strategies so that they are more useful 
and streamlined for  everyone? 
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Comprehensive Plan Considerations:
• How do we better coordinate comprehensive plans and the State Strategies so 

that they are more useful and streamlined for  everyone? 

• Integration/coordination: How could State Strategies better inform and reflect 
intended land use planning? 

• Timing: Local comprehensive plans are updated every ten years, while the State 
Strategies are updated every five. Should this change? And if so, how? 
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Comprehensive Plan Considerations:

Certificati
on

Annual 
reports

5–year 
Review

10 year 
Plan 

Update

PLUS
Future Land Use 

Maps
State Agency 

Data



Overview of August 2026 Workshops
A. Welcome and Overview (10 min) 

B. The Delaware Context (20 min)
A. Nikko Brady, Governors Office
B. David Edgell, OSPC

C. National Context (20 min) 
A. Mark Teschauer, U.S. Climate Alliance 

D. Break (10 minutes)

E. Breakout groups (90 min) 
A. State Strategy Goals, Maps, and Comprehensive plans

F. Breakout Summaries  (15 min) 
G. Public comment (15 min) 
H. Next steps (5 min)
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Smart Growth Visioning Process Timeline

August

Focused 
Stakeholder

Meetings

September

Present 
Feedback to

Cabinet 
Committee

October

Present Feedback & 
Recommendations 

to
Cabinet Committee 

and Governor; 
Present in 

in Annual Report

October-
November

Public Meetings on 
Draft

Recommendations
(pending CCSPI 

action)

Q1 2027

Finalize Draft
Recommendations 

on 
State Strategies
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Questions or Comments?
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Comments will remain open through August 21st

by emailing: Strategies@delaware.gov

mailto:Strategies@delaware.gov
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