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The meeting of the Delaware Population Consortium (DPC) was called to order by Marlena Gibson at 

2:05 PM.  All attending introduced themselves. 

 

The October 27, 2011 minutes were considered and a motion to approved was made by Terry Pepper, 

seconded by Don Berry and unanimously approved. 

 

 Ed Ratledge gave an overview on the final resolution of the 2011 projection series and changes from the 

October version.  

 

Significant time was spent matching Census birth and death data to the State’s birth and death data and 

incorporating the last intercensal estimates through June 30, 2010. There were some slight shifts in 

County 2040 totals. Trends and issues affecting the 2011 projections series include: 

 Declines in headship rates over the last decade (probability that a person will be a head of 

household based on their gender, age, race) and fewer households.  

 After a long period of decline, the number of persons per household is expected to increase 

slightly or stay flat for the next several years. 

 Continued high unemployment (despite official end to the recession in June 2009) and 

unresolved continuing economic crisis. These effects are still not complete and still appearing in 

the data. 

 

The final version of the 2011 projection series estimate a return to normal unemployment (4.5 – 5%) 

and household growth in 2017. This is dependent on a recovery in the housing industry, which is not 

expected for several more years. Delaware still has an enormous existing inventory of housing and 

approved lots from overbuilding in the boom as building permits rose from the typical 3,000/annual to 

8,500/annual.  
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Other notes related to the 2011 series: 

 Jobs by place of work was rebenchmarked to the QCEW (county-level Bureau of Labor Statistics 

survey) 

 Control point for the civilian labor force is now the LAUS 

 2010 data in the 2011 projections series are still projections, not Census, as MARS data has not 

yet been released. 

 

Factors that will affect the 2012 and future series: 

 2010 numbers will be updated  with MARS (Modified Age Race Sex distribution) data when it is 

released (expected in the next few months).  

 Census Transportation Planning Package (CTPP) data is expected no earlier than 2013. This will 

allow updates for the TAZs.  

 

Laura Simmons made a motion to accept the final version of the 2011 projection series, dated March 

8, 2012. The motion was seconded by Janelle Cornwell and passed unanimously.  

 

Ed shared that there is no immediate action needed to prepare for the 2012 projection series. The group 

should meet again in late July, September, and the annual meeting in October.  

 

The group discussed the future of the population projections in light of Ed’s likely retirement in the next 

couple of years. Many agencies at all levels of government in the state rely heavily on the projections 

produced via the DPC, and indeed much more could be done. There was consensus that there is a need 

for a state demographer, although efforts to create sustainable funding for a position have not been 

successful in the past. The ideal location for a dedicated state demographer would likely be the 

University of Delaware to avoid potential conflicts of such a position being a state employee, similar to 

the structure of the Delaware Geological Survey. The group will revisit this topic in July.  

 

Dan Blevins shared updated maps of new urbanized areas as defined by the 2010 Census, which affect 

transportation planning funding and other work.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:15 PM by consensus. 

 

Respectfully submitted:  Marlena Gibson 


